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Abstract

Although mass vaccination programs have resulted in the eradication of a number of human
infectious diseases, vaccine contamination has been a persistent concern. In particular, it is now
known that the early polio vaccines were contaminated with at least one monkey virus, SV40. The
transfer of monkey viruses to man via contaminated vaccines is particularly relevant to the acquired
immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS), since the causative agent of AIDS, human immunodeficiency
virus (HIV), is thought to be derived from a simian precursor virus. Furthermore, human infection with
this virus appears to be a relatively recent event. We hypothesize that the AIDS pandemic may have
originated with a contaminated polio vaccine that was administered to inhabitants of Equatorial Africa
from 1957 to 1959. The mechanism of evolution of HIV from this vaccine remains to be determined.

Comment in

Polio vaccines and the origin of AIDS: clarification.
Elswood B, Stricker RB.

Med Hypotheses. 1995 Mar;44(3):226. doi: 10.1016/0306-9877(95)90140-x.

PMID: 7609679 No abstract available.

Related information

MedGen

LinkOut - more resources

Full Text Sources

Elsevier Science

Medical

Genetic Alliance
MedlinePlus Health Information

Polio vaccines and the origin of AIDS - PubMed https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/7935079/

1 of 1 11/14/2023, 12:48 AM

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/?term=Elswood+BF&cauthor_id=7935079
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/?term=Elswood+BF&cauthor_id=7935079
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/?term=Stricker+RB&cauthor_id=7935079
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/?term=Stricker+RB&cauthor_id=7935079
https://doi.org/10.1016/0306-9877(94)90151-1
https://doi.org/10.1016/0306-9877(94)90151-1
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/disclaimer/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/disclaimer/
https://linkinghub.elsevier.com/retrieve/pii/0306-9877(94)90151-1
https://linkinghub.elsevier.com/retrieve/pii/0306-9877(94)90151-1
https://linkinghub.elsevier.com/retrieve/pii/0306-9877(94)90151-1
https://linkinghub.elsevier.com/retrieve/pii/0306-9877(94)90151-1
https://linkinghub.elsevier.com/retrieve/pii/0306-9877(94)90151-1
https://linkinghub.elsevier.com/retrieve/pii/0306-9877(94)90151-1
https://linkinghub.elsevier.com/retrieve/pii/0306-9877(94)90151-1
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/7935079/#full-view-affiliation-1
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/7935079/#full-view-affiliation-1
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/7609679/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/7609679/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/medgen?linkname=pubmed_medgen&from_uid=7935079
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/medgen?linkname=pubmed_medgen&from_uid=7935079
https://linkinghub.elsevier.com/retrieve/pii/0306-9877(94)90151-1
https://linkinghub.elsevier.com/retrieve/pii/0306-9877(94)90151-1
https://www.diseaseinfosearch.org/result/279
https://www.diseaseinfosearch.org/result/279
https://medlineplus.gov/hiv.html
https://medlineplus.gov/hiv.html

